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This issue provides a snapshot of European rail at the start of 2009,
while detecting the main changes which took place over the last two
decades. It then examines the scope for improving the position of
passenger and freight railways in European transport and the role
that railways can play in delivering current European transport
policies. In the current transportation policy arena the challenges
for European railways are enormous but so are the opportunities,
both of these are highlighted in this special issue, the papers each
examining different perspectives.
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