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This issue approaches the subject of density from diverse 
perspectives. Starting from its physical defi nition, the 
articles explore complementary dimensions of density 
such as time, language, form, intention, context, 
information, technology, and complexity. Each of these 
dimensions suggests different policy and research 
questions for professionals, academics and their students 
working on the built environment. Taken together they 
broaden the meaning(s) of density and its signifi cance 
in urban analysis and discourse. Density is much more 
than a simple absolute quantitative parameter; it is also a 
powerful relational concept.  
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